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What is outdoor 
recreation?
Outdoor recreation is an experience that 
combines motivations, activities, and settings to 
deliver benefits to people.

Outdoor recreation is a system of

•People participating in activities

•Lands, waters, trail, facilities, etc.

• Institutions, organizations, services, goods, etc.

•Benefits and impacts
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Benefits of 
Outdoor 
Recreation

Economic development

Vibrant communities

Physical & mental health

Environmental conservation



Outdoor Infrastructure 
is Green Infrastructure
• Stormwater management

• Temperature regulation

• Habitat connectivity

• Air & water purification

Return on Environment
• Ecosystem services
• Property values
• Tourism & commercial opportunities
• Health & healthcare



• Outdoor recreation keeps us active and helps our bodies be 
strong and healthy.

Physical Health

• Outdoor recreation reduces stress and induces happiness.

Mental Wellbeing

• Individual benefits aggregate to create public health benefits.

Public Health

• Outdoor recreation connects us with each other and builds a 
sense of shared community.

Social Wellbeing



“…parks are the best idea we ever had.
Absolutely American, absolutely democratic, they reflect us at our best”

Wallace Stanger



Macroeconomics
6th

Largest OR 
economy in 

the US 

1.6% 
of PA’s 

economy

$14 billion 
value added to 

PA’s GDP

150,000
FTEs employed 
directly in OR



Pennsylvania’s Economy (2021) $ Billion %  PA GDP
Agriculture, forestry, commercial fishing & hunting $3.5 0.4%

Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction $12.7 1.5%

Outdoor Recreation $13.6 1.6%

Utilities $13.8 1.7%

Arts, entertainment, accommodation, food services $25.0 3.0%

Transportation, warehousing $30.9 3.7%

Construction $31.0 3.8%

Retail trade $43.4 5.3%

Wholesale trade $48.1 5.8%

Information $49.6 6.0%

Government $78.5 9.5%

Manufacturing $100.1 12.1%

Educational services, health care, social assistance $104.1 12.6%

Professional and business services $115.9 14.0%

Finance, insurance, real estate, rental, leasing $156.5 18.9%

All Included Industries $826.7 100.0%

Macroeconomics
Pennsylvania’s Outdoor Economy (2021) $ Million %  PA GDP

Retail trade $3,837.8 28.1%

Manufacturing $1,819.0 13.3%

Accommodation, food services $1,702.6 12.5%

Arts, entertainment $1,414.6 10.4%

Wholesale trade $1,245.0 9.1%

Finance, insurance, real estate, rental, leasing $782.3 5.7%

Transportation, warehousing $740.7 5.4%

Agriculture, forestry, commercial fishing & hunting $369.6 2.7%

Other private sector services $235.6 1.7%

Construction $192.8 1.4%

Educational services, health care, social assistance $138.4 1.0%

Professional and business services $132.4 1.0%

Information $80.2 0.6%

Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction $33.0 0.2%

Utilities $0.1 0.0%

State, local government $835.0 6.1%

Federal government $85.7 0.6%



𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂 𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑂𝑂𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑂𝑂𝑅𝑅𝑂𝑂𝑅𝑅 + 𝐻𝐻𝑅𝑅𝐻𝐻𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝐷𝐷𝑂𝑂𝐷𝐷𝑅𝑅𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝐷𝐷𝑅𝑅 + 𝐶𝐶𝑂𝑂𝐶𝐶𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑅𝑅𝐶𝐶 𝑆𝑆𝑅𝑅𝑂𝑂𝑆𝑆𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝐻𝐻 = 𝐻𝐻𝑅𝑅𝐻𝐻𝐻 𝑄𝑄𝑂𝑂𝑅𝑅𝐶𝐶𝑅𝑅𝑂𝑂𝑄𝑄 𝑂𝑂𝑜𝑜 𝐿𝐿𝑅𝑅𝑜𝑜𝑅𝑅

𝐻𝐻𝑅𝑅𝐻𝐻𝐻 𝑄𝑄𝑂𝑂𝑅𝑅𝐶𝐶𝑅𝑅𝑂𝑂𝑄𝑄 𝑂𝑂𝑜𝑜 𝐿𝐿𝑅𝑅𝑜𝑜𝑅𝑅 = 𝑃𝑃𝑂𝑂𝑃𝑃𝑂𝑂𝐶𝐶𝑅𝑅𝑂𝑂𝑅𝑅𝑂𝑂𝑅𝑅 𝐺𝐺𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝐷𝐷𝑂𝑂𝐻 + 𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝑃𝑃𝐶𝐶𝑂𝑂𝑄𝑄𝐸𝐸𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑂𝑂
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Quality of Life Quality of ‘Business Environment’

Outdoors Communities



Create a Pennsylvania Office of Outdoor 
Recreation supported by a statewide coalition…
• Backbone or coordinating entity
• Aligning strategies, resources, and policies
• Outreach, engagement, coordination

Conservation & 
Stewardship

Economic & Recreation 
Development

Healthy & Thriving
People & Communities

Knowledge, 
Professionalism & 
Capacity Building

Inclusion, Diversity, Equity & 
Access



Thank you very much 

Nathan Reigner, PhD
Director of Outdoor Recreation
nreigner@pa.gov



Nathan Reigner, PhD
Director of Outdoor Recreation
nreigner@pa.gov

Thank you very much
I am looking forward to walking this path with you… 
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