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A Jeff erson County judge on Wednesday 
dismissed a lawsuit fi led by state Senate 
President Pro Tempore Joseph Scarnati’s 
campaign against The Caucus and two jour-

nalists.
Scarnati wanted The Cau-

cus, a publication of LNP 
Media Group; Caucus Bu-
reau Chief Brad Bumsted; 
and Spotlight PA reporter 
Angela Couloumbis to pay 
his accounting fi rm $5,070 
for producing and copying 
public records that docu-
mented questionable cam-

paign spending by Scarnati. He also wanted 
the trio to pay $1,000 in attorneys’ fees and 
court costs.

But District Judge Jacqueline Mizerock 
ruled that Scarnati’s campaign — not the 
journalists — should be on the hook for the 

Judge 
rules for 
Caucus
Stops lawsuit, says Scarnati 
should pay accounting costs

JOURNALISM

MIKE ANDRELCZYK
MANDRELCZYK@LNPNEWS.COM

A book co-written by a Lan-
caster author is a fi nalist for 
a National Book Award in the 
Young People’s Literature cat-
egory.

“When Stars Are Scattered,” 
the debut book by Lancaster 
County-based Omar Mohamed, 
is among fi ve fi nalists in the cat-
egory. Mohamed co-wrote the 
book with Newberry Honor-
winning author Victoria Jamie-
son, of Easton, Northampton 
County.

The graphic novel, released 
by Penguin Random House in 
April, details Mohamed’s expe-
rience growing up in a refugee 

camp in Ke-
nya. Mohamed 
and his brother 
spent 15 years in 
the camp with-
out knowing 
whether their 
mother was still 
alive.

Reached by 
phone Wednesday morning, 
Mohamed, 32, said he was 
hopeful the honor would help 
the book reach more readers.

“I’m excited and very happy 
with the news, because the 
books will reach more of an au-
dience,” Mohamed said in a text 
message. “I know a lot of people 
are going to read and learn the 

real story about who these refu-
gees are.”

The National Book Awards 
selected 25 fi nalists among fi ve 
categories. The 25 National 
Book Award nominations were 
selected from almost 1,700 
submissions. Finalists receive 
$1,000, and the winner re-
ceives $10,000. The winner 
will be announced during a 
virtual ceremony Nov. 18.

Visit nationalbook.org to 
see a complete list of the 
fi nalists.

Lancaster author is national fi nalist
‘When Stars Are Scattered’ up for award in Young People’s category

LITERATURE

Columbia Borough manager Mark Stivers talks about the major renovations underway inside the Columbia Market House on Oct. 1. The inside of 
the market house will have a polished concrete fl oor at the stands and seating area, while the walkways will be brick. The renovation also includes 
a kitchen for an in-house restaurant. Below, a rendering illustrates how the Columbia Market House will look upon completion of the renovations.

Historic building to be renovated by spring; preview before end of fall
MARKET IN THE MAKING

COLUMBIA

JUNIOR GONZÀLEZ
JGONZALEZ@LNPNEWS.COM

A reimagined Columbia Market House fea-
turing a full-size restaurant, an event space 
and vendors will be fully operational by spring 
following a multimillion-dollar makeover.

The public could get its fi rst look inside the 
updated 151-year-old market house before 
the end of fall during a partial opening that 
will feature the market house’s new anchor 
restaurant.

Construction at the historic building at 15 
S. Third St. is scheduled to be completed by 
Halloween, according to Borough Manager 
Mark Stivers. It would open soon after with 
restaurant Gypsy Kitchen as its lone tenant, 
pending a lease agreement.

The market house was initially scheduled 

Vice President Mike Pence looks at Democratic 
vice presidential candidate Sen. Kamala Harris, 
D-Calif., as he answers a question during the 
vice presidential debate Wednesday at Kings-
bury Hall on the campus of the University of 
Utah in Salt Lake City. 

MORRY GASH | ASSOCIATED PRESS

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Separated by 
plexiglass barriers, Republican Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence and Democratic challenger 
Kamala Harris on Wednesday night sparred 
over the Trump administration’s handling 

of the pandemic.
Harris con-

demned the Re-
publican presi-
dent’s leadership 
of the worst public 
health crisis in a 

century as “the greatest failure of any presi-
dential administration in the history of our 
country.” She also declared she would not 
take a vaccine if President Donald Trump 
endorsed it without the backing of medical 
professionals.

Harris, 
Pence 
face off 
Pandemic a leading topic for 
the vice presidential hopefuls

ELECTION 2020

Horror film “The Special,” 
shot partially in the 
county, premieres tonight 
at Reel Cinemas.

n Page B4
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INSIDE
Republicans in the 

state Legislature revive 
talks on fi xing the mail-in 
voting law. Page A8

“When Stars Are Scattered,” co-authored 
by Lancaster’s Omar Mohamed, is a fi nalist for a 
National Book Award in the Young People’s Literature category.

SUBMITTED

Omar 
Mohamed

BLAINE SHAHAN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Joseph
Scarnati

COLUMBIA MARKET HOUSE, page A4
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Gridiron grit
Recovered from a spinal injury, 

Penn Manor football team’s
Isaac Hostetter suits up again

n Sports, Page A13

President Donald Trump’s 
stance on coronavirus 
relief shifts after abruptly 
halting negotiations.

n Page A7

NATION & WORLD
County offi  cials announce 
they’ll pay a monetary 
incentive to volunteers for 
processing mail-in ballots.

n Page A3
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Columbia Market House: Restaurant to open in building this fall
to open in July, but the $3.5 
million construction project 
stalled for several months 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Officials decided to 
hold off a full opening until 
the spring.

“I think it’d be really hard 
to open a farmer’s market 
in the fall or winter,” Stivers 
said.

Catholic Health Initiatives 
St. Joseph Children’s Health 
will manage the day-to-day 
operations of the market as 
part of its ongoing Healthy 
Living initiative, which aims 
to address food access and 
nutrition deficits in Colum-
bia, according to CHI Presi-
dent Phil Goropoulos.

“We’re excited to get it off 
the ground,” Goropoulos 
aid.

CHI St. Joseph Healthy 

Communities Manager 
Kelsey Miller, who leads the 
Healthy Living initiative, 
said discussions are ongoing 
for potential vendors for the 
market. The floor plan in-
cludes space for 22 vendors.

A website for the market 
house offers numerous siz-
ing options for interested 
vendors, but Stivers said the 
borough hopes most of the 
stands are centered around 
leading a healthy diet.

“We really want to focus 
on food and crafts,” he said, 
and less on retailers such 
as antique shops, of which 
Stivers said the borough al-
ready has several.

The event space would 
host weddings, parties and 
small concerts.

While the outside of the 
market house is mostly the 
same as before, the inside 

is undergoing a full renova-
tion.

Old stands were removed, 
and new restrooms, floors, 
plumbing and electrical sys-
tem are being installed, bor-
ough Mayor Leo Lutz said.

“The building is beautiful, 
and the inside is fabulous,” 
Lutz added. “It’s a shame 
that the COVID-19 pandem-
ic slowed things down.”

Other new features in-
clude air conditioning, new 
washing stations and a per-
manent awning for out-
door seasonal vendors and 
events.

Stivers said $880,000 of 
the project’s total cost is 
set aside for its next phase: 
parking. Ideas that are on 
the table include parking 
lots, street meters compat-
ible with smartphones and a 
parking garage, he said.

The Columbia Market House at 15 S. Third St. in Columbia Borough is seen in an Oct. 1 aerial photo. 
A reimagined Columbia Market House featuring a full-size restaurant, an event space and vendors 
is scheduled to be fully operational by spring following a multimillion-dollar makeover.

BLAINE SHAHAN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Hearing: Judge tosses Scarnati’s lawsuit against journalists, Caucus
costs his accounting firm in-
curred.

“The accounting firm’s 
cause of action should be 
against Friends of Joe Scar-
nati,” Mizerock said after 
more than an hour of argu-
ments, referring to the name 
of Scarnati’s campaign com-
mittee.

The lawsuit, which Scarna-
ti’s campaign could attempt 
to refile, could put a chilling 
effect on journalists’ and the 
public’s access to public re-
cords. If successful, it could 
make it easier for public offi-
cials to charge excessive fees 
to news organizations, their 
staff and the public, and po-
tentially large court costs if 
defendants contest the fees 
in litigation.

“This ruling is a victory for 
the citizens of Pennsylva-
nia,” said Tom Murse, editor 
of The Caucus and executive 
editor of LNP | Lancaster 
Online. “Allowing our gov-
ernment representatives 

to charge thousands of dol-
lars for documents that are 
required by Pennsylvania’s 
campaign finance law to be 
readily available for inspec-
tion would have made those 
documents prohibitively ex-
pensive and represented a 
significant blow to transpar-
ency.”

Billing dispute
The case decided Wednes-

day involved the DuBois 
accounting firm Clyde, Fer-
raro & Co., which was hired 
by Scarnati’s campaign in 
2006 to keep the campaign’s 
books and to maintain pub-
lic records that state law re-
quires campaigns to keep. 
The journalists requested 
those records — receipts of 
payments made by the cam-
paign — as part of a yearlong 
investigation into how Scar-
nati and other lawmakers 
obscure their spending.

Over the course of the in-
vestigation, the firm tried to 

bill The Caucus thousands 
of dollars for copying costs, 
as well as hourly rates for 
employees and partners that 
ranged from $50 an hour 
to $175 an hour, according 
to testimony by Lisa Zocco. 
Zocco is both a partner at 
the firm and Scarnati’s cam-
paign treasurer.

As treasurer, Zocco was 
responsible for making the 
campaign’s payments. As a 
partner in the firm, she was 
responsible for copying the 
records, she said.

“I have always thought 
that The Caucus should pay 
for my time,” Zocco said.

A Department of State of-
ficial, however, told Scar-
nati’s campaign in October 
2018 that state election law 
“plainly and unambiguously 
does not permit a candidate 
or political committee to 
charge for anything other 
than copying and delivery 
costs.” Trisha Robinson, 
chief of the Division of Cam-
paign Finance and Lobbying 

Disclosure, called the charg-
es “non-permitted costs” in 
a letter to Lawrence Tabas, 
the Scarnati campaign’s 
then lawyer.

After Zocco learned she 
could not collect hourly 
charges from The Caucus, 
she, on one occasion, listed 
the value of her time as an 
in-kind contribution to 
Scarnati’s campaign, she 
said.

Scarnati’s campaign could 
refile its lawsuit if it first 
pays the accounting firm, 
then seeks reimbursement 
from The Caucus, Mizerock 
said.

The Scarnati campaign’s 
lawyer, Ross Ferraro, said it 
likely will, and noted Miz-
erock didn’t rule on whether 
it was reasonable for the 
campaign to charge hourly 
fees when fulfilling public 
records requests.

“We’ll talk to our clients 
and then see about refiling,” 
Ferraro said.

Investigation’s 
findings

The investigation by 
The Caucus and Spotlight 
PA found that from 2016 
through 2018, the cam-

paigns of Scarnati and other 
lawmakers spent $3.5 mil-
lion that could not be fully 
traced based on the infor-
mation they disclosed on 
regular campaign finance 
reports. Scarnati’s cam-
paign accounted for almost 
$246,000 of that, more than 
any of the nearly 300 cam-
paigns the journalists exam-
ined.

The records at issue 
showed Scarnati used his 
donors’ money to pay for, 
among other things, thou-
sands of dollars in hotel 
rooms and dinners during 
a 2016 trip through Europe. 
On regular campaign fi-
nance reports, however, he 
often listed the expenses as 
simply “travel” or “lodging” 
without disclosing where 
the money was spent.

Hours after The Caucus 
and Spotlight PA published 
the original investigation, 
lawmakers attempted to 
change the law to make it 
harder for the public to ac-
cess the records it relied 
upon.

That effort failed, but a re-
filed lawsuit might achieve 
the same goal through the 
courts if it succeeds, media 
experts said.

“Essentially, you price 
people out of their govern-
ment,” David Cuillier, a pub-
lic records expert and direc-
tor of graduate studies at 
the University of Arizona’s 
School of Journalism, said 
in September. “It’s really 
dangerous.”

The suit could also in-
timidate other journalists. 
The Scarnati campaign’s 
decision to name the re-
porters individually “could 
inflict long-lasting damage 
on their personal credit 
reports,” said Christopher 
Baxter, editor in chief of 
Spotlight PA.

“Let this decision stand 
as an example that report-
ers and newsrooms across 
Pennsylvania will not stand 
down or shy away from ac-
countability and investiga-
tive journalism, regardless 
of who attempts to stand in 
their way,” Baxter said. “But 
to be clear, this will certainly 
not be the last time politi-
cians or special interests 
attempt to use the courts 
to chill a free and fearless 
press.”

Murse added, “While I’m 
pleased with today’s ruling, 
I remain alarmed by Sen. 
Scarnati’s clear attempt to 
intimidate not just report-
ers for the Caucus and Spot-
light PA but all journalists 
and citizens who dare to 
hold candidates for public 
office accountable.”
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